ELECTED APHORISMS FROM NIETZSCHE'S
RETROSPECT OF HIS YEARS OF
FRIENDSHIP WITH WAGNER.

(Summer 1878.)

I.

MY blunder was this, I travelled to Bayreuth with
an ideal in my breast, and was thus doomed to
experience the bitterest disappointment. The
preponderance of ugliness, grotesqueness and
strong pepper thoroughly repelled me.

I utterly disagree with those who were dissatisfied
with the decorations, the scenery and the mechanical
contrivances at Eayreuth Far too much industry
and ingenuity was applied to the task of chaining
the imagination to matters which did not belie
their epic origin. But as to the naturalism of
the attitudes, of the singing, compared with the
orchestra!! What affected, artificial and depraved
tones, what a distortion of nature, were we made
to hear!
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We are witnessing the death agony of the last
Art: Bayreuth has convinced me of this,

85